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prasftda i.e. a stupa combined with a terraced building. He
argues that like the microcosm of human body, the Barabudur
is also a symbolic microcosm of which the superposed stories
symbolize the different stages of the ecstasies of dhyana.

Paul Mus points out that in the Old-Javanese text, referred
to above, the human body, which is identified with a stupa-
prasada, is expressly said to have outwardly the shape of a
stupa and inwardly that of a prasada. He, therefore, holds
that the architect did not put the stupa above the pyramid as
Stutterheim believed, but really set the pyramid inside the
stupa. Mus holds that 'Barabudur is the realisation in space
of a mandala of stone, a sculptured mandala to which the
descriptions supplied by the 'Lotus of Grood Law3 apply very
exactly. Stutterheim also agrees with this view to a certain
extent, and holds that the base of Barabudur is of the form of
a mandala. Both Stutterheim and Mus take 'budur' as a
Malay word meaning 'to appear', and interpret Barabudur,
respectively as 'Vihara on the height', and 'Vihara of the secret
appearing'.

There is thus a general consensus of opinion that
the structure is a stupa. It must be confessed, however,
that in any case, the Barabudur is undoubtedly a monument of
strikingly original character, and the artist, refusing to follow
the beaten track, evolved a new conception of a stupa structure.
His daring genius has produced a structure of unique design
and unparalleled grandeur.

But whatever be the real character of the building, the
principles of construction followed are those of a temple. The
wall of the lowest terrace really formed the basement.
Originally it consisted of a plinth, a vertical part decorated
with reliefs, ogee and roll-mouldings combined with various
string courses, a decorated frieze, and a cornice, very nearly in
the style of Mendut. Unfortunately the lower half of this
basement is now hidden from view. For in course of the
construction of the building the base appeared to be too weak
to support the huge superstructure, and hence a broad stone